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For more than eleven years, the New Mexico
Wilderness Alliance has made protecting the wild
landscapes of our state its primary focus. That will
not change as we move forward. Having said that,
we have also found reason to help protect lands
elsewhere.
For the past few years, the New Mexico
Wilderness Alliance has been working with the
superintendents of Guadalupe and Big Bend
national parks in Texas on a range of issues,
including the reintroduction and management
of native species. Several weeks ago, I traveled to
Austin to meet with the Lone Star chapter of the
Sierra Club, and we have agreed to work together to
gain wilderness protection for these great parks—
perhaps as part of a future omnibus lands package.
In the case of Guadalupe, we’re working to get about
36,500 acres added to the park. For Big Bend, we’re
trying to have more than 600,000 acres placed in
the Wilderness system. There are other areas, like
the Davis Mountains, that need protection as well.
But it does not stop there. Along the Mexican
side of the border, across from Big Bend, lie 1.8
million protected acres, encompassing Sierra del Carmen,
Ocampo, and Cañon de Santa Elena. What makes this
important is the opportunity to create an international
peace park. A significant precedent was established
thirty-two years ago when Glacier National Park, on our
northern border, and Waterton Park on the Canadian
side, were declared an international peace park. The idea
came from U.S. and Canadian citizens and members of
the International Rotary Club, who felt they had strong
connections that transcended national borders.
Fast forward to here and now. American-Mexican
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Spring is a great time to see New Mexico; one
unique, enchanting NM destination, is Kasha-Katuwe
Page 2Tent Rocks and its beautiful slot canyon.
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Mission Statement
The New Mexico Wilderness Alliance is
dedicated to the protection, restoration,
and continued enjoyment of New Mexico’s
wildlands and Wilderness areas.

NMWA Staff
Albuquerque Office

SEE PAGE 4

In a lawsuit filed by a coalition led by NMWA, the
Tenth Circuit U.S. Court of Appeals made it clear they
didn’t agree with the BLM’s plans for Otero Mesa:
“Applying the rule of reason, we agree with NMWA that analysis of an alternative closing the Mesa to
development is compelled.”
“‘Multiple use’ requires management of the public lands and their numerous natural resources so that
they can be used for economic, recreational, and scientific purposes without the infliction of permanent
damage.”
relations have been strained over border-related issues.
What is needed is a more calm and rational approach to
our borders and our neighbors. It is here that the NMWA
can play a significant role. Using Wilderness and protected
areas as a means of finding common ground has proven to
be successful in the past. A new international peace park,
which has been under consideration for years, would not
only serve to protect wild lands, but would facilitate good
will and more amicable relations between our respective
countries. The peace park has strong local support, and,
once again, that of the International Rotary Club.
Extending our efforts to Mexico will also be important
for the reintroduction of native species. Currently, in
Sierra del Carmen, bighorn sheep are being reestablished,
with more species to come. Working with rural communities will be an important element in our strategy to keep
wildlife safe and thriving. In addition, those communities
might establish tourism-based economies—further
reinforcing friendly bonds, and easing border tensions.
It is an exciting time. We continue to move our New
Mexico wilderness agenda forward, educating people, and
working closely with elected officials and communities
in preserving our natural heritage. We are extending
that philosophy to Texas and Mexico, while protecting
the land and wildlife that make our own state so special.
Many thanks for your continued support!
The New Mexico Wilderness Alliance looks forward to
creating several service projects and exploration hikes in
Big Bend in 2010. We hope you can join us!
Thank you!

Steve

Stephen Capra
Executive Director

“Development is a possible use, which BLM must weigh against other possible uses—including conservation to protect environmental values, which are best assessed through the NEPA process.”
“The lands at issue are extraordinary in their fragility and importance as habitat ... the option of closing
the Mesa is a reasonable management possibility. BLM was required to include such an alternative in its
NEPA analysis, and the failure to do so was arbitrary and capricious.”
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What is Wilderness?

See Page 15

AND…

Senator Jeff Bingaman (D-NM) introduced
the El Rio Grande Del Norte National
Conservation Area Establishment Act!
See Page 6
New Mexico WILD!

The Wilderness Act of 1964
established the National
Wilderness Preservation System
to preserve the last remaining
wildlands in America. The
Wilderness Act, as federal policy,
secures “an enduring resource
of wilderness” for the people.
Wilderness is defined as an area
that has primarily been affected
by the forces of nature with the
imprint of humans substantially
unnoticeable. It is an area that
offers outstanding opportunity
for solitude or a primitive or
unconfined type of recreation,
and an area that contains
ecological, geological, or other
features of scientific, educational,
scenic, or historical value.

Please visit us at

nmWILD.org
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Otero Mesa Update

…where we stand

where we stand

Courts Rebuke BLM’s Otero Mesa Plans
Otero Mesa Update – Where We Stand
By Nathan Newcomer
Associate Director
April 2009 will be a time to remember
for the campaign to preserve Otero Mesa.
On April 28th, at 11:45 in the morning,
we received a document from the federal
10th Circuit Court of Appeals on our
lawsuit challenging the Bureau of Land
Management’s oil and gas drilling plan
for Otero Mesa. The decision couldn’t have
been more forthcoming.
The court ruled that the BLM’s original
Resource Management Plan Amendment,
which opened the vast majority of Otero
Mesa to oil and gas leasing and limited
protection for the desert grasslands, was
fatally flawed due to its failure to consider
protection for Otero Mesa and the Salt
Basin Aquifer.
The court declared that the BLM had
to consider an alternative that closed
Otero Mesa to oil and gas leasing, admonishing the agency that “[d]evelopment
is a possible use, which BLM must weigh
against other possible uses—including
conservation to protect environmental
values, which are best assessed through
the NEPA process.”
The court ruling underscores what has
been at the heart of the Otero Mesa debate
for the past eight years. The BLM made
oil and gas development in Otero Mesa
the number one priority over the values
of wilderness, wildlife and water, and it’s
time now for the agency to own up to its
responsibilities and do what is right for
this special place.
The New Mexico Wilderness Alliance
has inventoried Otero Mesa and found
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more than 500,000 acres suitable for
wilderness designation.
The court went on to write that,
“applying the rule of reason, we [the court]
agree with the New Mexico Wilderness
Alliance that analysis of an alternative
closing the Mesa to development is
compelled.”
The court also rejected the BLM’s
position that there were no significant
risks to the Salt Basin Aquifer, which
contains millions of acre-feet of potable
water, from oil and gas, noting that
the agency had not reviewed “relevant
data” and characterized the information
included in the agency’s own documentation as “point[ing] uniformly in the
opposite direction from the agency’s
determination, we cannot defer to that
determination.”
Further, the court required the BLM
to thoroughly examine the potential
destruction of fragile desert grasslands
from its proposed management approach,
which was not included in the original draft
provided to the public. In dismissing the
agency’s claim that wildlife habitat would
not be affected by a complete change in
approach, the court analogized the BLM’s
approach as claiming “that analyzing
the likely impacts of building a dirt road
along the edge of an ecosystem excuses
an agency from analyzing the impacts
of building a four-lane highway straight
down the middle, simply because the type
of impact—habitat disturbance—is the
same under either scenario.”
So what does this mean for Otero Mesa?
After working for nearly ten years to
protect this wild and beautiful grassland
from oil and gas development, today we

stand in a position to take steps proactively for the good of this area’s wilderness,
wildlife, and water resources. We owe it to
ourselves, as well as to those who have yet
to come, to take responsibility for caring
for this land and many others like it. In
turn this means we need to now focus all
of our energy on permanent protection for
this Serengeti of the Southwest.
At 1.2 million acres, Otero Mesa’s very
magnitude steals your heart with the
awesome beauty of a large, wild area left
primarily untouched by man.
The moment you step into this mysterious landscape, the world seems to stop
and speak softly to you. Unheard voices
whirl in the spring wind, while gray
rainbows shine through moonlight after
an evening shower. The bushy tops of
black grama grass seed, lightly dusting
themselves off in a late summer breeze,
can mesmerize one’s instincts just as much
as the thousands of petroglyphs inscribed
on the western flanks of Alamo Mountain.
And deep in a canyon, thick with
vegetation and ancient symbols, sprout
two new cottonwood trees—signifying
hope, perseverance, and joy.
To date, no new drilling has occurred in
Otero Mesa since 2000, and this has only
been possible because of the support of our
members and volunteers throughout the
state. From ranchers who have personally
felt the impact of drilling in their own
backyard, to hunters who appreciate
wild, open spaces, to teachers who open
their classrooms to presentations, and
businesses that host our newsletter, we
have been able to craft a campaign by the
people for wild Nature.
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Other Campaign Updates
Area of Critical Environmental Concern
(ACEC)
The New Mexico Wilderness Alliance
has identified over 500,000 acres of public
land within Otero Mesa that qualify for
Wilderness designation. Through this
comprehensive, on-the-ground wilderness
inventory, and by collaborating with
several other conservation groups, we
crafted a proposal that would designate
large swaths of Otero Mesa’s grasslands
and mountains as an Area of Critical
Environmental Concern, or ACEC.
In June of 2008, the NMWA and its
coalition partners submitted our ACEC
nomination to the Bureau of Land
Management (BLM). While this type
of designation does not provide the full
protections necessary to safeguard Otero
Mesa’s wilderness, the designation would
certainly be considered a positive step
forward for the agency. By affording Otero
Mesa this type of protective management,
the BLM can formally acknowledge the
area’s significant ecological importance.

heads the state Republican Party.
The company has gone from
nominating 250,000 acres of Otero
Mesa for development, to holding a few
remaining leases and one pending drilling
permit.
Late last year, HEYCO challenged
a state law that protects groundwater from
oil and gas waste pits in Otero Mesa. The
State Supreme Court rightfully dismissed
its claim.
While the company has consistently
argued that Otero Mesa is a bastion of
oil and gas reserves and that drilling
is “environmentally friendly,” the facts
continue to demonstrate that oil and gas
development in Otero Mesa is not only
incompatible but also imprudent.
Full-scale development of Otero
Mesa, as HEYCO proposes, would result
in fragmentation of the land, with roads,

pipelines, power lines, drill pads, dust,
invasive species, topsoil depletion, and so
on. The BLM, geologists, and even industry
experts all admit that Otero Mesa’s oil and
gas resources are small and that its hydrocarbon resources are scattered throughout
the area in isolated pockets. In order to
drill Otero Mesa effectively, industry
would need intense infrastructure as well
as dense development, which, as demonstrated in southeastern New Mexico near
Carlsbad, does not constitute “environmentally friendly” drilling.
To stay informed on updates on
any new drilling threats in Otero Mesa,
please subscribe to our online newsletter:
http://ga1.org/nmwildaction/join.html
Secretary of the Interior Ken Salazar
The former freshman senator of
Colorado has a mixed track record on
environmental issues. As a senator, Mr.
Salazar joined efforts to stop drilling in
America’s Serengeti—the Arctic National
Wildlife Refuge. Yet, as secretary, he has
removed the gray wolf from the Endangered Species List and backpedaled on
his opposition to drilling in the Arctic
National Wildlife Refuge.
Since becoming secretary of the
interior, however, Mr. Salazar has also
demonstrated an ability to recognize
the importance of protecting some
of America’s wildest lands. This past
February, he suspended oil and gas leases
in some of Utah’s most pristine red-rock
country. He has also spoken out in favor

of preserving wilderness quality lands
throughout the country.
In view of this mixed review of
Secretary Salazar, it is important for the
public to understand that we can help
shape his future positions on protecting
wild places and wild things.
The New Mexico Wilderness
Alliance is committed to educating the
secretary about the value of preserving
Otero Mesa’s wilderness, wildlife, and
water.
We anticipate that the views
and ideas of Secretary Salazar will be
a constant fixture in our newsletter, so
please STAY TUNED!

Harvey E. Yates Company
(a.k.a. HEYCO)
This is the company that started it all;
the company with slick talk, deep pockets,
and, most important of all, well-connected
political power.
Its influential lobbyist, Stephen J.
Griles (found guilty of corruption during
the Jack Abramoff scandals), was the
second in command at the Department
of Interior and helped shape policies that
would favor HEYCO’s drilling operations
in Otero Mesa. Today, Mr. Harvey E. Yates
New Mexico WILD!
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NMWA Service Projects:
Changing the World one location, one restoration
project, one collaboration at a time

E l R io G r a n de D e l N ort e
National Conservation Area (NCA) Proposal
by John Olivas
Northern Director
New Mexico Wilderness Alliance
El Rio Grande Del Norte National
Conservation Area (NCA) Proposal
During the week of February 16−20,
2009, Senator Jeff Bingaman’s Washington
DC environmental staff member Jorge
Silva-Banuelos made a trip to northern
New Mexico to speak about the proposed
NCA in Taos County. Mr. Silva-Banuelos
met with constituents, who included the
Northern New Mexico Cattlemen’s Association and Taos County and Espanola
County commissioners.
On February 19, Mr. Silva-Banuelos met
with a group of approximately seventy
citizens from Questa, New Mexico, who
had some concerns about the proposed
NCA. Senator Bingaman’s staff answered
many questions from the community
relating to traditional uses of the land,
like the gathering of firewood and piñon
nut collection. To address these concerns,
language was added to the bill to clarify
that both firewood and piñon nut
collection would be allowed in the NCA.
Concerns were raised by the ranching
community over the original language
regarding grazing, which states, “The
Secretary may allow grazing to continue
in any area of the Conservation Area in
which grazing is allowed before the date
of enactment of this Act.” Based on those

concerns,
Senator
Bingaman
strengthened
and clarified
the language
regarding
grazing
to
ensure that the
BLM continues
to
manage
grazing allotments subject
to its current
authority. The
bill now reads,
“The Secretary
shall permit
grazing within
the National
Conservation Area, where established
before the date of enactment of this Act,
subject to all applicable laws, regulations,
and Executive orders consistent with the
purposes described in subsection (a).”
The land grant community expressed
the desire to have a seat at the table during
the development of the management plan
for the area. The land grant community
also requested language to protect
any rights granted under the Treaty of
Guadalupe Hidalgo. To this end, Senator
Bingaman agreed to include language in
the bill that directs the BLM to consult
with the Board of Trustees of community

By Craig Chapman
There is a famous saying in the real estate
world. It goes something like this: there are
three words of advice when considering a
real estate purchase, location, location,
location. Well here at NMWA we have
three words of advice when protecting

the real estate: location, restoration, and
collaboration.
Location: We have the best job in the
world, once or twice a month we are forced
to travel this glorious state and go to, in
the words of Bill deBuys, a Holy @#%*!
Place. There is more to what we do than
just camping.

Restoration: When we go to these truly
astounding places, we do a restoration
project; sometimes it is a riparian project
or clearing an area for a wildlife corridor.
We might be closing a trail to prevent
illegal ATV access, or bird banding,
correcting man’s mistakes in the past or
trying to prevent one in the future.

Collaboration: Arguably the most
important goal we accomplish. These
weekends help us in the cultivation of
relationships. Building bridges and developing alliances with a wide variety of folks
across this great state is crucial in the
future success of NMWA.

The following are short descriptions of the
projects we have done so far, and their results:
Tres Allianzas!

land grants. Senator Bingaman also
inserted language stating that nothing in
the Act affects treaty rights.
Many stakeholders are pleased with
BLM management of the area under the
current Rio Grande Corridor Management
Plan, and they do not want to see it
changed. Therefore, specific mention of
the Rio Grande Corridor Management
Plan was added to give the BLM discretion
to incorporate it into the development of
the final NCA management plan.
El Rio Grande Del Norte National
Conservation Area is managed by the
Bureau of Land Management−Taos Field
Office, 226 Cruz Alta Road, Taos, New

Mexico 87571-5983. Phone 575-758-8851;
Fax 575-758-1620.
Accessing Wild Rivers Recreation Area
Wild Rivers Recreation Area can be
accessed through Taos on Highway 522,
three miles north of Questa. From NM
522, take NM 378 west, through the village
of Cerro, and into open land toward the
Rio Grande Gorge, which encompasses the
Wild Rivers Visitor Center. The thirteenmile road crosses a level plain, which
enters first into Sheeps Crossing, one of the
major sites in the Wild Rivers Recreation
Area that traditional community ranchers
continue to use to take their livestock from
one side of the gorge to the other.

Location: Southern NM, in the Burro
Mountains. Restoration: We worked on
riparian restoration to enhance wildlife
habitat.
Collaboration: A retired
computer executive, who purchased an
83-acre in holding. He put the land in a
conservation easement, creating the Axle
Canyon Preserve. Also in attendance:
Sky Islands Alliance, and the Upper Gila
Watershed Alliance.

Galisteo Wildlife Corridor

Location: Cerro Pelon Ranch just south
of the town of Galisteo. Project: Russian
olive removal restoring a wildlife corridor.
Collaboration: Cerro Pelon Ranch,
very conservation minded 24,000 acre
ranch. They run no cattle, have a strict no
predator control ethic, and are very open
to conservation. Also present the town of
Galisteo, Wildlife Corridors of NM and the
Earthworks Institute.

Mills Canyon
Chacon Acequia project
Location: Chacon, in the Mora Valley.
Restoration: The highest Acequia in the
state. Collaboration: We spent the night
in the 200 year old Presbyterian school and
enjoyed a mantaza with the citizens of the
town of Chacon. Special thanks to Arturo
Sandoval.

Location: Twenty miles north of the
newly designated Sabinoso Wilderness.
Mills Canyon is named after the famous
lawyer Melvin Whiston Mills, famous
because in the 1890’s he represented small
land owners who sued the Maxwell land
grant, the largest land owner in the history
of the United States. Restoration: Wild
life surveys, bird banding, trash removal.
Collaboration: USFS, the town of Roy.

NMWA is changing the world, one location, one project, one collaboration at a time.

Embudo Acequia Project

Double Circle Ranch

Location: Just north of Espanola on the
way to Taos. Restoration: Worked on the
Acequia that irrigates 400 year old fruit
trees. Collaboration: published author and
international expert on Acequia’s, Estevan
Arellano and the community of Embudo.

Location: Apache Sitgreaves National Forest
in Southeastern Arizona. Restoration:
A practical, hands-on working seminar
covering dry-lands restoration of 20 acres
of National Forest. Collaboration: Wolf
friendly ranchers (yes they do exist).

The Good News
Keeps Coming…
At the end of April, to little fanfare,
Senator Jeff Bingaman (D-NM) introduced
the El Rio Grande Del Norte National
Conservation Area Establishment Act. For
more than three years we have worked with
the Senators office to make this proposal a
reality. Our thanks go out to many people,
including Senator Bingaman staffer Jorge
Silva-Banuelos and NMWA staffer John
Olivas, both of whom played an important
role in the introduction of this proposal.
The proposal, which will include two
wilderness areas, is more than 302,000
acres in size. It would be an important area
of protection for elk, deer, and countless
species of raptors. This legislation has
gained widespread support, but despite
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our efforts and outreach to the Land
Grant Community, some sectors in that
community still oppose the protection
for this area, along with a small faction of
local ranchers. So it is important to keep
the pressure on the Senators office, but also
freshman Congressman Ben Ray Lujan
(D-NM). This proposal, along with our
efforts in Doan Ana County in the south,
mark the first opportunity in more than a
generation, to protect a large area of land
in New Mexico. In this case, a spectacular
and biologically rich landscape that has
long deserved the important protection
that comes with wilderness and National
Conservation Area designation.
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Come join John Olivas, Northern Director for the New Mexico Wilderness
Alliance on northern New Mexico service projects and guided hikes. Bring
your family and friends and enjoy the beautiful Pecos Wilderness Scenic
Hike, Latir Peaks Hike or Columbine Hondo Hike. 2 Service projects
remain in the north and they will take place in the Carson National Forest,
Pecos Wilderness and in the Valle Vidal.

Northern New Mexico Guided Hikes for 2009
Pecos Wilderness Scenic Hike, Sipapu, NM
Latir Peaks Wilderness Hike, Questa, NM
Columbine Hondo Hike, Taos, NM		

June 13, 2009
June 28, 2009
August 8, 2009

Northern New Mexico Service Projects for 2009
For information on upcoming hikes, please visit our website:

www.nmwild.org

Mills Canyon SP, Roy NM			
North Pecos Wilderness SP, Penasco, NM
Valle Vidal SP, Valle Vidal, NM		

New Mexico WILD!

April 24-26, 2009
June 5-7, 2009
July 18-20, 2009
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ROADLESS RULE

UPDATE
Governor Richardson Signs Bill on
Off-Road Vehicle Reform in New Mexico
By DAVID EHRMAN, Santa Fe Staff
On April 2, 2009, Governor Bill
Richardson (D-NM) signed legislation
shifting oversight of all-terrain and
off-road vehicles from the Tourism
Department to the New Mexico Game and
Fish Department.
The new law also establishes a penalty
structure for violations, with fees from
those penalties going toward education
and enforcement.
Under the new law, Senate Bill 379,
off-road vehicle drivers will be prohibited
from interfering with agricultural

practices and from harassing or chasing
livestock. Certified off-highway vehicle
trainers will teach drivers to be responsible with respect to the environment,
private property, and people who live in
rural areas.
“This bill provides a much-needed
overhaul of New Mexico’s off-highway
vehicle program,” Richardson said. “Going
forward, the program will emphasize
safety and education while we simultaneously protect our natural resources.”
The Wilderness Alliance congratulates
Governor Richardson, Senator Phil Griego,

and Senator Dede Feldman for their hard
work to pass the bill. We also offer thanks
to the many people and groups across
New Mexico who have worked with the
Wilderness Alliance for over a year to pass
this important piece of legislation. To all
the volunteers, community leaders, and
elected officials, a hearty thank-you.
New Expectations from the Committees
on Appropriations of the U.S. Congress
New expectations of the U.S. Forest
Service by the Committees on Appropriations of the U.S. Congress were issued
in President Obama’s budget passed

A river runs through it;
in March. Here are a few key expectations of the Forest Service issued by the
committees:
“The U.S. Congress Committees on
Appropriations expect that each individual
National Forest or Grassland will
comply fully with all travel management
regulatory requirements, particularly the
science-based analysis in 36 CFR (Code of
Federal Regulations) 212.5 (b)(1) {Road
system management},
The identification of unneeded roads
in 36 CFR 212.5(b)(2), and the criteria for
designation in 36 CFR 212.55(a) and (b)
{Criteria for designation of roads, trails,
and areas} and
The Committees expect the Forest
Service to identify priorities, and
associated resource requirements, to fully
comply with the regulatory requirements
of 36 CFR 212.5(b) (1) and (2).”
Please use the wording above when you
write, fax, or e-mail your congressional
delegation, local congressional staff, and
regional Forest Service managers.
The Wilderness Alliance, working with
local citizens and community groups
and organizations, urges the U.S. Forest
Service to follow the directions of Congress
promptly. We also urge local Forest Service
staff and local law enforcement authorities
to become more active in issuing citations
to riders who destroy public land and
water and threaten private landowners.
This is the year for action on wilderness
and off-road vehicle legislation from
the local level to Washington, D.C. The
Wilderness Alliance and its friends are
helping to lead the way.
Thank you to Joshua Hicks of the
Wilderness Society in Denver for the
congressional citations.

New Mexico Wilderness
Alliance Members Now Eligible
for Credit Union Membership
As a member of New Mexico Wilderness
Alliance, you are eligible to join New
Mexico Educators Federal Credit Union.
New Mexico Educators Federal Credit
Union is the state’s largest not-for-profit
financial cooperative with over 115,000
member-owners and 14 full-service
branch offices from Taos to Socorro.
Thanks to its large membership,
the Credit Union offers a full-range of
financial services at low cost or no cost...
what they call “The Power of WE.” You’ll
find checking and savings options;
mortgage, equity and auto loans; credit
cards and investment services. Free
Internet Banking, Bill Payer, Mobile
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and Text Banking are available, and all
members receive free Identity Fraud
Resolution service and a full-color educational newsletter four times a year.
New Mexico Educators offers an
exclusive Community Rewards Program
that can benefit both you and the
Wilderness Alliance. You can change
your world, one purchase at a time -- all
you need to participate are a Credit Union
checking account and a Visa® Check Card.
When you enroll in Community Rewards,
you select a community and category for
your Credit Union’s annual gift-giving:
Environment and Wildlife, Education,
Healthcare, The Arts, or Community

Support. Whenever you make signaturebased purchases (just say “credit”),
you’ll earn 0.25% cash rewards that
are deposited to your checking account
each July. Then each year, New Mexico
Educators Federal Credit Union makes a
matching contribution to your designated
area of support. Detailed information
about this valuable membership benefit
is available at the Credit Union’s website,
www.nmefcu.org.
New Mexico Educators Federal
Credit Union maintains the safety and
soundness principles and values that have
been part of the international credit union
movement for over two hundred years.
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FEAR DIVIDES IT

by Steve West,
NMWA Staff Scientist
There used to be a Boquillas, Texas, but
that small settlement is long gone. And
now, Boquillas, Mexico, may be on the
way to the same fate.
The Boquillas in Texas is now part of the
history of Big Bend National Park. It used
to be a small town on the river adjacent
to its sister town in Mexico. A lot of park
visitors know about the Boquillas in
Mexico. Few have heard of the other one.
And if the trend continues, fewer will ever
have heard of the surviving Boquillas.
Before 9/11 many park visitors to the
eastern part of Big Bend would visit
Boquillas, Mexico. It was an easy trip
across the river, a matter of simply going
to the crossing point and waiting for
someone with a small boat to offer a trip
across for a dollar or so. It was a short walk
from the riverbank to the town, or you
could ride a donkey. It was all part of the
park experience—even an international
experience—if you wanted to partake.
Arriving in Boquillas, you found a
small town with unpaved roads, a few
businesses, a bar or two, and a couple of
places to eat. Tacos were greasy, about
forty cents each, and good. Lukewarm
beer or Coke helped wash them down. A
nearby bar provided any beer or tequila
or even sotol you could drink there or take

whatever—is a federal crime. Your action
has threatened national security, and
you are now a federal criminal. Thank
you, 9/11. In spite of the fact that none
of the terrorists of 9/11 entered through
Mexico, it is people in small communities
of Mexico who are suffering. Towns like
Boquillas are dying.
Currently, the population of Boquillas is
down more than 50 percent. The economy
is terrible. When there were people
moving back and forth at this point, there
was understanding and awareness of

the other side. Today, at the park, there
is more understanding of what is going
on in Baghdad than in Boquillas. And
perhaps more important, many people
from north of the river view people to the
south with suspicion. People on the south
bank must look north with puzzlement at
our reaction.
The old saying that good fences make
good neighbors is true. But while there
needs to be an understanding of what a
border is all about, there still needs to be
contact to build bridges of understanding.

open up new areas to erosion.
Despite the BLM’s designation of the
area twenty-one years ago, it is in worse
shape now than it was before “protection.”
The recent expansion of US 62-180 from
a two-lane to a four-lane highway sliced off
part of the northwestern part of the RNA.
In addition, the BLM’s 1988 recommendations have yet to be implemented. The
threats will not go away, however; without
further protection, and unless this area
becomes a higher priority for protection,
we can only expect the situation to worsen.
The Yeso Hills RNA needs to be expanded
(there are additional sections of BLM land

to the east and north that are similar in
composition) and needs to be elevated to
a higher level of concern. One way of doing
this would be to designate it an ACEC
(Area of Critical Environmental Concern)
or, better, a Wilderness Study Area.
One of the goals of the NMWA is to
protect not only broad landscapes but
small pockets in the state that hold the
rich biodiversity that makes New Mexico
a great place to live. The Yeso Hills RNA is
one of those special areas, and the NMWA,
along with the help of members across the
state, is committed to seeing that they are
protected.

Saving small worlds
by Steve West

On December 31, 2008, it again received
the highest Five-Star Superior rating from
BauerFinancial Inc., the nation’s most
well-known independent rating service for
banks and credit unions. BauerFinancial
has ranked New Mexico Educators Federal
Credit Union as five stars for financial
strength and security for 33 consecutive
quarters.
You can join New Mexico Educators
Federal Credit by visiting any of their
branch offices (location information
at nmefcu.org) or by calling 889-7755
(800-347-2838 from outside the
Albuquerque area) Monday through
Saturday.

back across the river. Locals would show
you rocks and fossils and urge you to buy
some. I usually bought a rock or two and
was then rewarded with other rocks for
free, out of a spirit of friendship. I usually
ended up with more rocks than I needed,
but it was all part of the experience.
Boquillas was a nice, pleasant town on
the border, if you could call it a border.
People on both sides of the river thought of
themselves less as Americans or Mexicans
or Texans than as a loose community with
a river and tourists from the north coming
south for short visits. It was one of the
many cultural exchanges that took place
daily from Brownsville, Texas, to San
Diego, California. For years, this was the
most pleasant place on the border I ever
visited. Each trip to the park necessitated
a trip across the river to visit old friends,
drink a beer, and bring back a rock or two.
And then 9/11.
The border is now closed except for a
few “official” crossings. Before 9/11, as
a teacher in Presidio, Texas, I would bird
and swim along the river, crossing at will,
where I wanted to, without giving it much
thought. A sense of community prevailed
up and down much of the river, with people
in Presidio and Ojinaga, Mexico, thinking
of themselves as “one town, two names.”
Now, swimming in the river or crossing
that midpoint or crossing just to see what
is there—a bird or a rock formation, or

Among the millions of acres of
lands overseen by the Bureau of Land
Management (BLM) and held in trust
for the citizens of the United States are
many treasures, some of which are almost
unknown. One of these is the small Yeso
Hills Research Natural Area (RNA) in
far southeastern New Mexico, south of
White’s City. This area was “set aside”
by the Carlsbad BLM office in September
1988 because it was “an excellent representative of the unique exposed Castile
Formation within the Chihuahuan Desert
Ecosystem.” Included in the designation
were management goals and prescriptions
designed to protect, preserve, and study
the area. Cattle were to be excluded, except
under conditions where they would be
used as part of a study of their impact on
the land. Future rights-of-way and surface
occupancy were to be avoided.
This type of habitat is very limited in
occurrence and is poorly understood. It

holds a significant population of Gypsum
Milkvetch (Astragalus gypsodes), a
species once considered for the endangered/threatened list and still listed as a
species of concern. (By the way, yeso is the
Spanish word for gypsum.) A small herd
of pronghorn was recently found in the
area after having disappeared for several
decades. A small colony of cave swallows
occupies one of the nearby culverts and
feeds over the RNA. Much of the surface
is covered with a microbiotic crust that
is fragile and declining almost everywhere. This surface, also referred to as
a cryptogamic crust, is composed of a
variety of algae, lichens, mosses, fungi,
and bacteria. The crust represents a world
in itself and is vital to the ecologic health
of the system. It helps to retain water and
retard erosion and provides a biodiversity
we do not understand well. The Yeso
Hills RNA is a perfect place to study how
this vital ecosystem works. But roads,
cow trails—even people walking across
it—can damage the microbiotic crust and
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A Trip to Washington:
How it Can Change One’s Perspective

Page 10

NewMexico

Volcano Hill – Petaca Pinta Wilderness
by Nathan Newcomer

by Craig Chapman
Earlier this year, at the invitation of
the Alaska Wilderness League, I went to
Washington DC to learn about lobbying.
I was there to fight for the Arctic National
Wildlife Refuge. Before leaving, I wondered
out loud to my boss, Stephen Capra, “Don’t
we have enough to fight for here in New
Mexico?” His answer was what I have
come to expect from him: simple and to
the heart of the issue. “Of course—yes,
we have plenty to do here. But Alaska and
the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge are
special, especially to anyone who calls
themselves a conservationist.”
I had not visited Washington DC in
decades. All I could remember was the
Lincoln Memorial. I remembered being
so impressed with the towering statue of
Lincoln and his eloquent speeches. But
today, with the weather cold and the wind
biting, I was simply thinking of getting to
the hotel.
The Alaska Wilderness League had
flown in a lobbying contingent from
across the United States and Canada,
some sixty members strong. There
were people from Colorado, New Jersey,
Alaska, and the Yukon Territory; my team
from New Mexico; and members of the
Gwitch’in tribe. It was my first exposure
to the culture of the Gwitch’in—the
indigenous people who live in the Arctic
Circle. Meeting them was, perhaps more
than anything, what I would take back
from Washington. I was struck deeply by
the fifteen members of the tribe and their
simple grace and determination. They
understood that the oil companies could
destroy their way of life, but they refused
to speak despairingly of them. They had
been instructed by the elders of the tribe:
protecting our land is important; our very
way of life depends upon it. But if you
cannot go and represent our tribe with
integrity and a good heart, we do not want
you to go.
They each had stories to tell of the
caribou, and of their customs and traditions, which have existed for thousands
of years. Of how they are on the front lines
of global warming. How the migration
patterns of the animals they have
subsisted on for thousands of years are
starting to change. That the storms are
becoming more intense because the ice is
receding. That the ice no longer acts as a
barrier, absorbing the energy of the waves
as it always has, increasing the storms’
fury and causing accelerated erosion of
the beaches. That they have already had
to relocate one village. How their diets
are changing, causing an increase in
heart attacks, diabetes, and respiratory

discover

problems. How their elders are not living
to the age they once did. Their many
stories earned my respect and gave me a
very real personal connection with them
as individuals and as a culture.
During the next few days, we learned
the basics of lobbying Congress. It is
not complex; it really just requires your
determination to speak out for what you
believe, and understanding that ten who
speak are louder that the ten thousand
who don’t. The training taught me to focus
my thoughts and to understand the time
limitations that come with any visit to
Congress. We carefully prepared handouts
with maps, and letters of support. Then
our groups headed off to the halls of
Congress. We were busy: fifteen visits in
two days and wow, what an experience
that is. The marbled halls of power, with
our country’s history everywhere, the
god-awful security, and the people—lots
and lots of people. The ten everyday folks
who chose to speak for their particular
issue. I saw farmers fighting for subsidies,
students asking for help with education,
and businessmen lobbying for reasonable
health care. From across America the
people come, representing their towns,
their counties, their cities, their states, or
their causes. A special right to be heard, as
citizens of this great country.
We were always welcome, and everyone
listened intently. They got our point; we
made ourselves very clear. But as we have
been told before, the oil lobby is on the
Hill every week—full-time, 24/7. “You
need to come to DC more often,” we were

told. And here we were, a small group of
concerned citizens speaking out. Meeting
with our representatives for the first time.
Feeling empowered by the experience
and actually telling ourselves what we
would do differently when we come back
next time. Practicing the theory that the
ten who speak are louder than the ten
thousand who don’t.
But the image I remember most is one
that will stay with me for some time. On
the last day, we were running around
the halls of Congress, rushing to our last
meeting. As we were leaving, I remember
dashing out of the meeting, fearful that
I would miss my flight. Since it was my
first visit to Washington DC, I thought it
would be like California, and that it would
take me hours to hail a cab and get to the
airport. My last meeting ended at 2:30,
and my flight left at 5:00. As our meeting
ended, I rushed onto the elevator. I can’t
be late for my flight, rush rush, rush. As
I turned around, and the doors of the
elevator closed, Joe, my new Gwitch’in
friend, stepped into my line of sight and
said, “Adios.” Giving me that look that
said, “Slow down, my friend.” Slow down,
take the time to connect to the land, to
people, to life. As the door closed, I felt
saddened that I had not taken the time to
say a proper good-bye.
Arriving at the airport with plenty of
time before my flight, I reflected on what
I had just experienced. I had for many
years been uncertain about drilling in the
Refuge. I had listened to the oil industry
and felt that perhaps this issue was much
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ado about nothing. It was way up north,
in the Arctic Circle, on some barren land.
After all, it is only 2,000 acres out of 19.6
million acres. But what the oil companies
don’t tell you is that the Gwitch’in have
lived there for over 20,000 years. That the
roads, airports, and gravel mines are not
included in that 2,000-acre number. That
the crisscrossing of roads would disrupt
the migration patterns of the porcupine
caribou, who have provided meat for the
Gwitch’in for over 20,000 years. As Joe so
eloquently said in our visits to Congress:
“Please do not do to the caribou what you
did to the bison.”
I have to say, I have changed my way
of thinking. Yes, the land is spectacular,
the rivers wild. The wildlife, the greatest
concentration left in North America,
maybe in the world. It is in many ways
a miracle that the Refuge still remains
somewhat intact. But, at the end of the
day, it’s the human element that struck
the biggest chord with me. It was Joe and
his simple but determined demeanor. It
was his strong sense of history and of his
people. There is a plain beauty, both in
the land and the people that define this
magical place called the Arctic National
Wildlife Refuge. We must all fight to
ensure that such beauty is preserved
forever. Perhaps then I can say a proper
good-bye to my friend Joe and walk away
knowing I had a hand in protecting this
rare place and the special people who call
it home.

It’s not often that one can find wildness
within an hour’s drive from a major metropolitan area, let alone that one experience
outstanding opportunities for recreation
and solitude just minutes from one’s front
door. The city of Albuquerque is unique
in that we are blessed to have the Sandia
Wilderness, Manzano Wilderness, Pecos
Wilderness, and Ojito Wilderness just a
short drive away.
Yet there is a little-known and littlevisited gem that lies just sixty miles west
of Albuquerque, offering some of the
richest opportunities for outdoor recreation, wildlife viewing, and solitude.
Furthermore, the New Mexico Wilderness
Alliance is actively working with the
Bureau of Land Management on its Rio
Puerco Resource Management Plan to
incorporate the outstanding wilderness
characteristics of this area into the
agency’s document.
The Volcano Hill–Petaca Pinta
Wilderness Area is a beautiful slice of
red-rock country that features prairie
grasses waving through the remnants
of ancient civilization. It is bordered by
Laguna Pueblo lands to the west, Acoma
Pueblo lands to the north, and a checkerboard of private, BLM, and state lands to
the east and south.
In the western part of the area,
Petaca Pinta consists of a nearly 1,000foot escarpment with juniper-dotted
foothills and canyons that drop down to
surrounding grasslands, badlands, and
lava-capped mesas. Petaca Pinta itself
is an isolated, fingerlike extension from
Blue Water Mesa that curves to the north
before dropping sharply to the basalt lava
flows in the northern portion of the unit.
The escarpment of Petaca Pinta exposes
evidence of almost the entire 180 million
years of the Mesozoic Era.
Volcano Hill, which erupted around

three million years ago, rises 500 feet from
the surrounding basalt lava flow. From
the top of Volcano Hill, one is afforded
dramatic views in all directions, including
one of the best views of the lonely pyramid
of Mount Taylor. Red-rock cliffs stretch
out across the horizon to the west, and the
Sandia Mountains crawl out from behind
Black Mesa to the northeast.
Cañada Ancha and many other
drainages carve into the lava-cap and
direct rainfall to Arroyo Colorado, which
connects to Rio San Jose just before it
curves south and joins the Rio Puerco.
Scattered springs and the numerous
natural depressions made by the lava
flow make Volcano Hill an important
watering hole for wildlife species of many
kinds. Herds of pronghorn dash across
the grassy mesas while mountain lion use
the canyons to make their way across the
landscape. On a recent hike to the area,
we spotted hundreds of animal tracks,
including mountain lion, in the arroyos

The Next Generation
by Nathan Small
Earth Day began on April 22nd,
1970, as a grassroots movement for the
environment coming from our nation’s
universities. It is fitting that the New
Mexico State University Wilderness
Alliance opened its arms to the
community on April 22, 2009 with the
Patagonia Wild & Scenic Film Festival.
The Wild & Scenic Film Festival is a fresh
look at connections between people and
place, and how we all have a stewardship
role on our wonderful planet. With

change and renewal rippling across the
world, the 39th anniversary of Earth Day
was an auspicious beginning for new
stories written by the students who are
helping carrying conservation forward.
Over 250 people attended the Wild
and Scenic Film Festival. Conversations
continued during intermission and into
the night long after the festival ended.
Many centered on the need for the next
generation to plow new ground, sow
new seeds, and reap new successes in
conserving natural public lands and the

that run down the side of Volcano Hill.
The cliffs in the lava flow make the unit
very attractive to raptors, including golden
eagles, red-tailed hawks, and great horned
owls. Other animals include prairie dogs,
coyotes, and badgers.
The unit’s archaeological resources
are mainly prehistoric lithic scatters and
structural sites, with some historic stone
ruins from the early 1900s. The people
of the Acoma and Laguna Pueblos have
traditionally used, and continue to use,
the lands in and around the Petaca Pinta
unit for religious activities such as purification ceremonies and plant collection.
The New Mexico Wilderness Alliance
will continue to work with the Bureau
of Land Management on ensuring that
the outstanding wilderness features of
Volcano Hill and the Petaca Pinta country
are preserved. To learn more about this
special gem in New Mexico, please contact
Nathan Newcomer (nathan@nmwild.org).

wildness of within all of us. Below are
beginning excerpts from similar conversations with founding members of the
NMSU Wilderness Alliance. Stay tuned
next issue for more Conversations from
the Next Generation. Until then, enjoy,
engage, and thank you for being part of
the Next Generation.
On improving conservation communication, graduate student James Morel
says, “Action such as the film-festival, I
feel, definitely has a positive influence
on [communication with] the general
public.
Club member Greg Wright explained
his appreciation for the solitude that
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Fast
Fasts
LOCATION:
West of Albuquerque, NM, and
directly south of Mount Taylor
SIZE: 129,251 acres
ELEVATION RANGE:
5,680 to 6,733 feet
ADMINISTRATION:
Bureau of Land Management,
Albuquerque District
MILES OF TRAILS:
None

wilderness provides so well. “Personally,
I love to hunt/fish/trap/take pictures
etc (all sustainable activities)....and the
quality of all of those activities is usually
enhanced with solitude. “
Masters Degree Candidate and Club
Founder Martin “Marty” Moses sums it
up. “I hope that NMSU comes to realize
that there are many natural areas close
by and if they are to remain special places
we need to declare that they have a value
worth protecting; and then taking action
on [their] behalf.”

Page 11

Leopold’s Dreams, Our Passions:
Protecting and Expanding Gila Country and the Wolf Who Calls it Home
by Stephen Capra
Wes Leonard, our Board chairman, first
set foot in the Gila Wilderness more than
thirty-five years ago. Wes was born and
raised in Georgia, and, at the time of his
first visit to the Gila, he was visiting from
Connecticut. As he started up the trail, he
soon experienced a sense of wonder, and a
sense of place, that the Gila brought to his
spirit. The Gila Wilderness was, for Wes,
everything that wild Nature stood for,
and, since that day, no one has spent more
time exploring its drainages, streams, and
grass-filled valleys than our Board chair,
Wes Leonard.
About this same time, the legendary
Dave Foreman was working for the
Wilderness Society on Gila expansion and
living in an adobe shack in Glenwood. His
girlfriend at the time tended bar at the Blue
Front. Dave was the New Mexico representative for the Wilderness Society. His
territory was large, including Texas and
Oklahoma, but for Dave, who was born
and raised in New Mexico, Gila country
was and remains “the cream of creation.”
Dave has often said there is no finer place
in this world than McKenna Park, a wild
and beautiful place in the Gila, a place that
wolves call home.
In 1990, I walked from Mexico to
Canada along the length of the Continental Divide. That hike took me across
the Aldo Leopold Wilderness and through
many parts of lower Gila country and the
wild lands that lie to the north. It was
April, and the weather was typical New
Mexico—windy and cool, with occasional
snow. I remember seeing wild turkeys,
deer, mountain lion tracks, bear scat, and
little sign of people. There was a real sense
of wildness in the land; my only regret
at the time was wishing that wolves were
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part of this beautiful place.
Today the wolves are coming back,
despite those few people who kill them
indiscriminately—those who ignore
science and harbor Old West beliefs about
which animals live or die; those few who
ignore beauty and refuse to share the land
they are so blessed to live on. Perhaps no
issue is more important to our organization than the fate of the Gila and the
wildlife who depend on this vast track of
primarily roadless land. It’s an area that
was part of the founding principle of the
New Mexico Wilderness Alliance and the
Board that created us. The people close to
us represent several generations of effort to
protect and nourish this wild ecosystem.
Our organization remains determined to
protect and expand the wilderness that
defines this dynamic, living landscape.

Moving Forward
Today, New Mexico, the birthplace
of wilderness, remains dead last, in the
West, in the amount of public lands it has
protected. It’s ironic that we have devolved
from “thinking like a mountain,” to
settling for so much less. If the lesson
of the past eight years has taught us
anything, it’s that only wilderness designation can really stop those who would
destroy our wild public lands for profit.
That there is no limit to the reach of the
oil and gas industry. Only when the public
fights back, as in the case of Otero Mesa,
do the land and wildlife have the voice
needed to give them a fighting chance. The
recently passed Public Lands Omnibus bill
protected large chunks of land in Idaho,
California, Utah, and even Michigan,
but New Mexico wound up with only the
Sabinoso Wilderness—at 20,000 acres,
less acreage than is protected in wilderness

legislation passed in West Virginia as part
of the same bill.

Goals
The New Mexico Wilderness Alliance
remains committed to our working model:
connecting with people and communities to find common ground; educating
and building important alliances in Gila
country. We work for change, and we
work to build long-term change, not to
incite anger or achieve quick fixes. In the
north, we have built important alliances
with land grant communities, gaining
some support for our Rio Grande Del
Norte proposal and electing
Esther Garcia, a land grant
heir, to our Board. We have
built good relations with
the agencies with whom
we coordinate to manage
our public lands. We have
worked closely with various
tribes, including the Sandia
and Zia, and with our
congressional delegation,
to preserve the lands
and wildlife that deserve
wilderness protection.
In the Gila, our efforts
will continue to build
support for the protection
of more land and for the
long-term sustainability of
the Mexican wolf. We will
work closely with federal
and state agencies to ensure
proper management of
these lands, which are
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owned by all Americans. Our efforts will
not be successful unless we can find some
common ground with those who perceive
our efforts as a threat to their livelihoods, which often means the ranching
community. What many ranching communities across the West are beginning to
understand is that Wilderness, rather
than removing them from the land, is, in
reality, the tool that keeps them on the
land in perpetuity. From Idaho to Nevada,
from Utah to Arizona, more ranchers are
beginning to support not only Wilderness,
but the return of the wolf. They remain a
minority, to be sure, but there are at last
cracks in the armor of “no”—the constant
rhetorical refrain we have heard from
cattle ranchers here in New Mexico when
it comes to wilderness or wolves.
We cannot move forward in the Gila
without some level of local support. We
cannot move forward unless we reach
out to the very people who may be most
affected by our desire to protect these lands
for generations to come; this will also mean
working directly with the community of
sportsmen—something we have consistently done on all our campaigns. Our
effort in the Gila must be bold; this land is
too wild, too rich in conservation history
to be developed, trashed by off-road
vehicles, or denuded of wolves. We must
have a wilderness and wildlife proposal as
dynamic and visionary as any the West has
ever seen. New Mexico deserves that, and
so do our children. We must, as Leopold
said, “think like a mountain.” That means
a protected area on a grand scale.
Trust me when I say this will not be
easy. Years of mistrust preconceptions

and ideological differences are the weight
we carry into these conversations. The
Mexican wolf has, in many ways, become
the symbol of our divide with the livestock
industry, and, sadly, the fate of the wolf
seems tied more to perceived power than
to biology. Our goal, however, is to create
long-term solutions, and, in order to be
successful, we must be on the ground—
listening, meeting, sharing, and gaining
trust.
We know this from our experience in
the north working with tribes, land grant
communities, and acequia communities.
In Doña Ana County, where new polls
that we commissioned by Harry Teague’s
pollster—Hamilton Campaigns—show
that today support for our Doña Ana
wilderness proposal stands at 79 percent,
with 59 percent strongly supporting our
proposal. In fact, even people who said they
would vote for former congressman Steve
Pearce, were he to run again supported
our proposal by a margin of 71 percent.
Such numbers were unthinkable four years
ago. But real grassroots outreach pays
dividends, and the numbers reflect that
effort. My sense is that, in the Gila, we can
make a difference with the local communities, and that translates into protecting
and healing the land long-term. It means
building a constituency that will be there
for generations to come, making conservation the economic engine and qualityof-life refuge for those who live in this
beautiful country.
Today, in Gila country, more than one
million acres of wilderness potential lies in
the lands that surround the Gila and Aldo
Leopold wilderness areas. These lands
remain threatened by runaway off-road
vehicle use, logging, and mining, and they
continue to ignore their strongest asset: the
potential of a vast, protected landscape,
Yellowstone in size, stretching into Arizona
and taking in America’s last remaining
Primitive Area—the Blue Range—and the
remaining roadless areas that surround it.

Such a landscape, vast and roadless, could
be an enormous draw, especially when
combined with a healthy and growing
Mexican wolf population. It would also
clearly be a much-needed reservoir for
other wildlife, perhaps even the jaguar. On
a human level, it would also be a Mecca for
for sportsmen and for all types of recreation—photography, hiking, camping, and
birding. What we have seen in other parts
of the West is that when large-scale areas
are protected, people want to come and see
them, to explore and get a real sense of the
spirit of place.
This makes outreach to the business

community vitally important. In Silver
City, the city and county’s economic engine
has shifted over time from a mining-based
economy into one dominated by tourism.
Today in Silver City, more and more bed and
breakfasts have opened, as have galleries,
restaurants, and coffee shops. Outside town
there are accommodations intended for the
bird watcher, hiker, sportsman, and those
who may be traveling longer distances to
enjoy the ruins and the quiet beauty, or to
search for the elusive wolf themselves.
In working to protect large areas around
Gila country, we hope to partner with the
youth in the area and that means creating
a NMWA chapter at Western New Mexico
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State University, just as we have at UNM
and NMSU. It means working with the
Aldo Leopold School and the public schools
that surround the area, educating and
taking young people into this wilderness.
It also means working on service projects
to improve the lands that define the Greater
Gila Ecosystem.
Aldo Leopold loved Gila country. It
formed the basis of much of his thinking
about the environment, about wildlife, and
about how people interact with and respect
wild Nature. It is Leopold’s hundredth
birthday, and it is essential that in his
memory we continue to push to protect
a landscape worthy of the man whose
thinking about Nature has remained a
guiding principle to so many who embrace
conservation today. But this is not about
one man alone; it is about the future of
our great state, and it is a snapshot of the
future of the West. For eight long years
we have senselessly drilled, paved, and
killed wildlife and, in turn, the spirit of
the West. It is time for healing. It’s time for
redemption.
It begins here in New Mexico, at the very
birthplace of the wilderness movement. It
begins in Gila country. Let’s work together
to ensure a future full of wildness, a future
that speaks boldly—not about drilling, but
of protecting, healing, and restoring. Let’s
get muddy, let’s get wet, let’s get loud, and
let’s get strong. From the east fork of the
Mimbres to the Gila River, from Reeds Peak
to the heart of the Blue Range, there lies the
jewel of America’s wilderness waiting to
be completed. By connecting these stray
pieces, we will have created a landscape
that challenges the senses and balances the
scars our state bears. It is a vision of hope,
one that would make Leopold smile and
make our children say, “Wow!”
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people and
		 wilderness
Building Trust One Shovel at a Time
by Stephen Capra
It was snowing pretty hard as we headed
north on Interstate 25. We were about
fifteen miles north of Santa Fe, heading to
Chacon and asking ourselves why are we
cleaning ditches in the morning? It will be
freezing! The reason was obvious, we were
going up to help, to build community,
one shovel at a time. The Acequia system
in New Mexico is part of the fabric of our
state. Many of these systems are hundreds
of years old and in the spring; the communities that depend on them for sustenance
take a day or two to clean the “ditches.”
Last year, at the urging of former Board
member Arturo Sandoval, we came north
to help the village of Chacon (in the Mora
valley) clear their ditches. When we
arrived, it was fair to say we were greeted
with a reasonable amount of suspicion.
It was also clear that the community was
not getting enough people out each year to
properly clean the ditches, and a tradition
was being lost. So with a few volunteers we
made our way last year in May and began
early on a Saturday morning with shovels
in hand to dig; to move rocks, and to cut
willows on the banks.
That first morning was tough, it was
apparent that the ditches had been
neglected for some time. The locals
worked hard and barely spoke. They used
a shovel as though it was part of their body.
No water was forthcoming and on this
day, it was hot. Perhaps four long hours
later, we broke for lunch. We were tired,
getting sore, and the locals were frankly
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amused. After lunch the mood seemed to
change, as we all began talking, laughing
and above all joking. I was given some
friendly advice on working the banks and
on conserving personal energy.
We shared stories on wildlife, the history
of the valley and of the extensive wood
gathering needed to keep their homes
warm. Staffer David Ehrman quickly
became known as the “mayor”, with his
zany sense of humor keeping everyone
laughing.
That night on Arturo’s property, at
about 9,000 feet, we all shared a traditional Matanza (celebratory meal); the
tables were filled with goat meat, beans,
enchiladas, Spanish rice, and many, many
desserts. We drank and told stories, and
soon enjoyed music by a roaring fire. It
was a cool evening, under a sky bright
with stars and perhaps some hope.
One year later and a month earlier we
returned to the Mora Valley. This time
we drove north in a blizzard as a spring
snow storm barreled in from the east.
The interstate was closed north of Santa
Fe for a DUI Checkpoint. That evening
we pulled into Mora, this time joined by
about 15 students from UNM and new
Board Member James Hickerson. Because
it was a month earlier, it was cold and
we all slept in a small church rectory,
which was nicely heated. By 6:30 AM,
we were cooking eggs, eating cereal and
preparing for the work ahead. When the
Mayordomo’s arrived (the leader’s of the
given ditch or foreman) it was eight in the
morning, cold, but sunny. We broke into

two groups and started on the ditches. In
contrast to last year the work was easier,
the conversation was one of catching up
with old friends. Hearing about marriages,
crops that were being planted for spring,
the snowfall this past winter. We were
thanked from the start and our conversations continued with
woodcutting, the elk
they had harvested
the past fall. Some
asked about the
city, but most spoke
of their love for the
valley, the sense that
life here was good.
As the day wore
on you had the sense
that like my father
use to say about his
childhood in small
town Pennsylvania
– we were poor, but
we never knew it,
because we ate well
and life was so full.
Such is life in the
Mora Valley, not
everyone is poor,
and some do quite
well. In this rural
setting spring is time
to clean the ditches,
to let the water flow,
to celebrate life and
renewal. More than
anything, it is a time
for hope. To this end,
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we continue to hope that building
trust means creating long-term
relationships, friendships and
by making the effort, we remove
generations of anger, mistrust and
frankly misconceptions.
As the day ended, the water
began to flow, when we arrived at
the rectory, the women were busy
cooking. The feast was materializing. We were tired, and muddy,
and a few of us looked a bit
sunburned. We drank together, and
spoke of buying a cow, and getting
some good pine firewood. In a
long line we ate the well prepared
food, and kept coming back for
more. Soon the sound of guitars filled the
rectory and some began to dance. Outside
night began to fill the valley, as the stars lit
the sky, water flowed through the freshly
cleared ditches and friends shared good
times and renewed spirits in the warmth
of the village rectory.

Victory for the Sabinoso Wilderness
By Nathan Newcomer
On March 25, 2009 the United States
House of Representatives cast the final
votes necessary to pass the Omnibus
Public Lands Management Act of 2009.
This package of 160 bills was introduced
and ushered through Congress by Senator
Jeff Bingaman (D-NM), and included
protections for several areas in New
Mexico.
Most importantly, perhaps, was the
designation of the Sabinoso Wilderness.
The New Mexico Wilderness Alliance
has worked tirelessly for over three years
to permanently preserve the red-cliffs,
winding canyons, and wildlife of this
magnificent area.
At nearly 20,000 acres in size, Sabinoso
rises 1,110 feet from the surrounding
plains. Sabinoso sits upon the Canadian
River Escarpment, which is composed
mostly of the Jurassic Morrison Formation
and Triassic Chinle Shale. Cretaceous
Dakota Sandstone caps these formations
and creates colorful cliffs and buttes.
Although paleontological resources are
unknown in the area, they likely exist here
because the Morrison Formation is well
known for containing dinosaur bones.
The Sabinoso Wilderness Act was
widely supported by local governments,
business and economic development interests, sportsmen,
conservation groups, and state
officials. The designation of
the Sabinoso Wilderness will
continue New Mexico’s proud
wilderness tradition of working
to set aside special areas on our
public lands in their natural
state for future generations – a
tradition which started with
Aldo Leopold’s efforts to set
aside the Gila Wilderness in
southern New Mexico in the
1920s – we are happy to say this
designation continues today.
We would like to thank
Senator Tom Udall (D-NM) for
his leadership and commitment
to wilderness protection and
for the hard work that went
into developing the Sabinoso
legislation. Senator Udall and
his staff worked in partnership
with a range of stakeholders
and listened to the concerns
and recommendations from all
interested parties to develop
this popular proposal.
The Sabinoso Wilderness is
packed with dense vegetation
and rugged canyons. It appears
wild and influenced primarily
by the forces of nature. The
scenery within the area is exceptional and includes the sharp

contrast of thickly vegetated mesas with
many canyons which expose sandstone
cliffs stained buff, red and tan over the
millennia by various oxides. Sabinoso also
hosts extended seasons of flowing water,
even in fairly dry years.
The primary vegetation type of the area
is piñon-juniper forests. Ponderosa pines
grow in the riparian zone and in isolated
stands on the mesas. Cottonwood and
willow trees form part of the riparian
vegetation in the canyon bottoms, and
understory plants here include wavyleaf
and shinnery oak, mountain mahogany,
netleaf hackberry, skunkbush sumac,
and Navajo tea. Grasses include black,
sideoats, blue, and hairy grama; galleta;
little bluestem, wolftail; Indian rice grass;
and vine mesquite.
The area’s diverse habitats, from
forests to cliffs to riparian bottomlands, support a wide variety of birds
including red-tailed hawk, American
kestrel, western scrub-jay, pine siskin,
juniper titmouse, mourning dove, lesser
goldfinch, savannah sparrow, chipping
sparrow, mountain chickadee, Bewick’s
wren, broad-tailed hummingbird, whitebreasted nuthatch, pinion jay, Virginia
warbler, hairy woodpecker, white-throated
swift, gray flycatcher, bushtit, and turkey
vulture. Wildlife in the area also includes

coyote, bobcat, gray fox, ground squirrel,
racer snake, and a variety of frogs and
butterflies in the riparian zones. Further,
game species include mule deer, quail,
and turkey, which makes Sabinoso an
appealing destination for hunters.
Clearly, the Sabinoso Wilderness will
serve as an outstanding, diverse addition
to the National Wilderness Preservation
System. The area is the first wilderness area
in the northeastern plains of New Mexico
and one of only a handful of wilderness
areas managed by the BLM in our state.
The Sabinoso Wilderness is also only the
second new Wilderness Area designated
in New Mexico in the past twenty years.
Currently, only about 2% of New Mexico
is designated Wilderness which is low
compared to other western states. For
example, 5% of Colorado is designated as
Wilderness, 14% of California and 6% of
Arizona.
Over the last several years, numerous
studies have shown designated Wilderness
can be an economic boon to local communities. From 1970 to 2000, real per -capita
income in isolated rural counties with
designated Wilderness grew more than
sixty percent faster than in isolated
counties without these protected public
lands. Polls have shown that residents
of counties with designated Wilderness
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acknowledge the presence of Wilderness
as an important reason they moved to
that county while long-term residents cite
Wilderness as one of the reasons they stay.
Recent economic data from New Mexico
and other Rocky Mountain states indicate
that many firms decided to locate or stay
in the West because of protected public
lands and the benefits they offer their
employees (i.e. scenic amenities, wildlifebased recreation, etc.).
Wilderness and other protected public
lands can clearly be an economic asset and
play a part in sustainable local economies.
Permanent protection of the Sabinoso
Wilderness is a sign of the times. New
Mexicans should be proud of the work
being done across this state to ensure that
the last, best, wild places stay that way for
future generations.
---ACCESS to Sabinoso Wilderness
There currently is no public access to
the Sabinoso Wilderness. The only way to
access the area is to make arrangements
with the Taos District BLM.
However,
the BLM is actively negotiating with local
landowners to secure a public access
easement to the Sabinoso Wilderness. We
will keep you informed on access issues
once they are resolved.
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Time for the Environmental
Community to Pay Up
by Stephen Capra
It was money from the 1937 PittmanRobertson Act that placed taxes on firearms
and ammunition (11% for long guns and
ammunition and 10% on handguns) that
began putting money into the restoration
of big game species, after their close call
with complete extirpation in the late 19th
century. That game over time has become
the food source of the wolves that are now
free in the Gila Country of New Mexico.
Across the West, hunting licenses pay
for wildlife biologists, habitat and winter
range purchases that support herds in
northern states. Waterfowl stamps or
duck stamps (hunting permits, not letter
stamps) have allowed the purchase of more
than 5.2 million acres of land that are now
part of the federal wildlife refuge system.
Together, the taxes combined with the
duck stamps contribute an estimated $4.7
million dollars to conservation everyday.
More than anything such numbers
equal power in the halls of Congress. So as
we move to create more wilderness areas
and to protect species like the Mexican
wolf, the environmental community, the

non-hunting segment of it, which I’m
personally one of, gives little in the way of
direct revenue to the federal government
or state government for habitat or species.
It is time that changes, not only for
helping the environment, but for giving
more clout to those who enjoy photographing wildlife, hiking, rather than
shooting, trapping or putting arrows into
wildlife. So despite the fact that groups like
the Sierra Club, the Wilderness Society,
Defenders of Wildlife and the New Mexico
Wilderness Alliance have memberships
in the millions, to the feds and states that
control wildlife, we contribute little direct
funding.
Some have called for the creation of a
Carnivore stamp – something that could
be used to highlight species and contribute
funding. Frankly, I think the focus for
now needs to be more direct. With the
exception of Defenders of Wildlife, who
over the past 22 years has given more than
$1.2 million to compensate ranchers that
have lost livestock to wolves, no money has
come from the environmental community
to compensate ranchers or purchase
critical habitat.

So the New Mexico Wilderness
Alliance is moving forward with plans
to create a Wolf Conservation Stamp.
This would be in the vein of a duck
stamp and money generated on a yearly
basis from the purchase would be used
to compensate ranchers and to buy
critical habitat for wolf recovery. The
beauty of such a plan, which will likely
require state approval, is that it creates
a funding source driven by the environmental community and it continues a
process of legitimizing the full recovery
of the wolf here in New Mexico. Let’s be
clear this would not be a stamp to mail
letters with, rather it would be larger
and would be designed by local artists
to reflect the beauty and importance
of this great creature in its natural
habitat.
Plans are in the very early stages and
lots of conversation remains. It is clear
that creating a revenue stream from our
community will help in getting agencies
and elected officials to pay more attention
to our concerns and indirectly the importance of creating more wilderness for
endangered species across the state.

The bottom line is that this
is one more tool to protect the
Mexican Gray wolf.

It only takes a second to learn thirds
by Joe Adair
Your photos of great places can help
protect them too. NMWA needs your
landscape shots, wildlife shots, and
documentary shots of flora, fauna, archeological finds and damaged habitat.
Our lands are vast, and you may be
the only witness to breathtaking beauty
or great destruction. The places you visit
may be completely unknown to most
people, so they would not even know what
they’d be losing if an oil well, or a mine
destroyed them. You may see illegal and
environmentally destructive behavior that
nobody else knows about, much less tells
anyone about.
You don’t have to be an expert to take
great photos …if you know a few tricks:
Make sure your camera is set to its
highest quality settings. Photos that look
great on a computer screen may have less
than half the resolution needed to print a
good image on paper.
If you’re like me when I started out, you
have the urge to center everything, and the
horizon splits every landscape shot, or the
deer is dead center in your viewfinder.
That’s not always bad, especially when
you’re doing documentary work.
But here’s a method to make your
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everyday photos much better though,
called the Rule of Thirds.
Every time you get ready to take a shot,
have a look at your subject, and pretend
there’s a tick-tack-toe grid laid over it.
Have a look at the illustration on the
right: you want to align the best feature
of the subject (like an animal’s eyes, or an
unusual rock formation) with one of the
four intersections in your imaginary grid.
Your subject should lead into the image,
not out of it; you don’t want an animal
that’s looking right to be on the right-hand
side of the image.
When shooting documentary photos,
fill your view screen with the subject; you
want to get as much detail as possible.
Lastly, make sure you understand the
basic settings on your camera. You want
to make sure the settings fits the situation,
especially if it’s cloudy out. If you’re unsure
what to do, use the full automatic settings,
at the best quality.
Your photo may inspire the next
wilderness area, or protect an existing
one. Most importantly, take your camera
with you on all of your outings, and have
fun taking all kinds of photos.
Who knows, your photo might end up
on the cover of our next newsletter!
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The Wildness in Our Genes
by George Duffy
Going to the wilderness is going home.
Anthropologists and others have been
suggesting for a long time that we are still
the wild creatures we were in the Pleistocene. We haven’t changed. Only our
circumstances have changed.
Paul Shepard, perhaps the most
insightful scholar of the history and
evolution of human ecology, has written:
“The discovery of the DNA by Watson
and Crick was hailed for its implications
for human health and well-being. Soon
it is expected we will be able to create
the perfect banana or the perfect cow
and clone it forever. We may soon be
able to change the order of genes in our
chromosomes to make us taller, thinner,
stronger—maybe even less maladapted to
our current circumstances.”
But more important, the mapping
of the human genome confirmed that,
genetically, we are still wild, Pleistocene
creatures. Finally—an answer to why we
feel so at home in wilderness.
Shepard declares that:
“The home of our wildness is both
etymologically and biologically wilderness.
Although we may define ourselves in
terms of culture and language and so on,
it is evident that the context of our being
now, as in the past, is wilderness—an
environment lacking domestic plants and
animals entirely and to which, one might
say, our genes look expectantly for those
circumstances which are their optimal
ambience.”
“The time is coming,” Shepard says,
“to understand the wilderness in its
significance, not as adjunct to the affluent
traveler, to an educated, esthetic, appre-

ciative class, or to thinking of nature as
a Noah’s ark in all of its forms, but as the
social and ecological mold of humanity
itself, which is fundamental to our
species.”
To understand the significance of
wilderness, we must take the time to
separate culture from biology, learning
from instinct, and search deep within for
those ancient gifts that truly inform our
humanness.
I have but one request of you: go to the
wilderness. Go home. Let your genes once
again find expression in the world that
defined them.
Rejoice in your humanness! You are
a genetic library of gifts informed by
centuries of life in wilderness.
Gifts from the experiences of
antecedent creatures ichthyian, reptilian,
and mammalian, which still lie in your
brainstem.
Gifts from the struggles of the naked
ape with neither fang nor claw who
was able, not only to survive, but to
flourish—simply and elegantly—in wild
landscapes.
When we first walk into wilderness,
we feel like alien creatures, but if we stay
a while, usually about a week, those gifts
become apparent.
We become aware that our eyes see
better: we can pick things out in the
landscape more keenly; we can measure
distance more accurately; and shape,
color, and contrast are vividly apparent.
Our noses discriminate and identify the
odors on the wind: the smell of a bighorn
is very different from that of a bear; and
there is a marsh upwind.
The sounds we heard on our first day
came from a general direction but now

our binaural senses are so keen we can
almost pinpoint the source and distance
of a sound—and identify it.
The awkwardness we first felt when
moving over broken ground has been
replaced by a fluid, economical rhythm of
movement that seems almost effortless.
Our spine flexes, gathering and releasing
energy; our pelvis tilts; we keenly feel
our center of gravity; and we are again
those confident, primal animals on the
landscape.
These are not new skills learned; they
are ancient abilities recalled.
We sense our relationships with the
other creatures with whom we share these
landscapes. Relationships that reaffirm
our humble role as members of the vast
community of life.
As we peer into campfire flames, the
comfort of thousands of fires in thousands
of caves over thousands of years warms
us from the inside as well as from the

outside.
The diminuendo of the canyon wren
and the raucous scolding of the Stellar’s
jay invite our hearts to sing.
The warmth of the sun and the snap
of the cold affirm that we are alive, and
vulnerable.
The mountains, the deserts, the storms,
and the rivers challenge our cunning and
demand our respect.
The vastness of the landscape humbles
us and fixes us in scale.
As we lie on the Earth in the evening,
the march of Orion across the heavens
fixes us in time.
We are still those Pleistocene
creatures—at home and full of the wonder
of being.
This is the wildness in our genes, found
manifest in a peace that transcends time
and in a place we shall always need—
wilderness.

Wilderness Outdoor Connection Leadership Program
by John Olivas
The Wilderness Outdoor Connection
Leadership Program (WOCLP) is made
possible by a private grant from Sally Strong,
the wife of the late Bob Langsencamp
of Santa Fe, New Mexico. John Olivas,
Northern Director of the New Mexico
Wilderness Alliance has organized a group
of students from the Mora Independent
School District to participate in the WOCLP.
John is looking to expand the program to
the Questa Independent School District
beginning in April 2009. It is essential that
our students in rural America connect
with the outdoors. The outdoors makes up
a large part of rural youths’ surroundings
throughout New Mexico. Programs like
the WOCLP can help bridge some of those
gaps and help to create responsible and

productive youth within their communities
and give them the exposure to the outdoors
that they might not get otherwise.
On February 15, 2009, the WOCLP put
together a snowshoeing expedition in
Carson National Forest (FR161) at the top of
Holman Hill in Mora County. Six students
and three parents participated in the event.
Cody Vasquez, a Mora High School student
who participated in this event, commented,
“What a beautiful place to be on a winter
day in Mora! It was a perfect day to participate in this snowshoeing activity. I look
forward to future trips with the group this
spring and summer.” None of the students
or their parents had ever participated in a
snowshoeing activity before. John Olivas
was grateful to get some students and
parents from Mora out into our public
lands to participate in the event. The group

looks forward to participating
in future activities WOCLP
will organize within our public
lands system and in Wilderness
areas.
On April 5, the group plans
to visit the 303,000-acre
proposed El Rio Grande del
Norte National Conservation
Area in Taos County. This area
encompasses the Wild and
Scenic River Byway of the Rio
Grande. We plan to visit the
Wild Rivers Visitor Center on
the trip. Sheeps Crossing is one area that is
used by traditional community members
during their biannual cattle drives. Sheeps
Crossing allows for cattle to cross the Rio
Grande Gorge during the spring and fall
months. Without this traditional crossing,
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ranchers would have to transport their
animals across the gorge via trucks and
trailers. This means of transportation would
take up to three hours for the ranching
communities that utilize the crossing. It is
essential that this area remain protected.
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New Mexico Community Land Grants:
A Long History of Natural Resource Protection
by Arturo Archuleta
Executive Director,
Mexicano Land Education
and Conservation Trust
New Mexico has a long and unique
history of human settlement developed
in accordance with the notion that
communities should protect the natural
environment. This history began with the
Native American tribes and pueblos and
continued with the Spanish and Mexican
community land grants. As land-based
people, both Native American and IndoHispano settlers held sacred the connection
between human beings and their natural
surroundings. A community’s dependence on the land and all its resources for
survival required an understanding of
how to utilize the gifts provided by Nature
for long-term sustainability rather than
short-term gain. Lands granted to families
by Spain or Mexico for the establishment
of a community were required to have
sufficient resources to support not only
the founding settlers but future residents
as well. For this reason, community land
grants always encompassed a watershed
that included forested uplands, pasture-

lands, and lowland valleys that could be
utilized for agriculture. All community
land grants were required to establish an
acequia system for the delivery of water
to the community and a governing body
to ensure the protection of common land,
water, and other natural resources. Once
established, these land grant communities were highly self-sufficient from 1598
until the early 1900s. The decline in selfsufficiency and community survivability
resulted directly from the loss of common
lands after the Mexican-American War
ended in 1848. At that time, there were 131
Spanish and Mexican land grant communities, which managed over eight million
acres of common land. Today there are
only about thirty-five active land grant
communities, which have struggled to
maintain approximately 200,000 acres
of common land. The common lands
have been lost over the past 161 years
to both public and private interests in a
variety of ways. About 3.4 million acres
became property of the United States,
and much of it is managed today by the
US Forest Service and the Bureau of Land
Management. The loss of common land
created great economic hardships for land

by Steve West

grant community members, whose entire
way of life depended on the land base, and
who were forced to leave their homelands
in search of other means of survival.
Today, land grant heirs who have
remained in their communities of origin
still have a strong desire to utilize and
protect their former common lands, which
are now under the control of the federal
government. It is these centuries-old
communities that face the biggest risk to
life and property when large-scale wildfires
burn uncontrollably as a direct result of
neglect from federal land management
agencies. In recent years, land grant
communities have actively tried to work
with federal land management agencies
to help plan for the administration and
care of former common lands. In doing so,
community land grant advocates have also
begun to engage local and national conservation organizations to establish common
goals for management and protection of
these public lands. Their intent is to work
collaboratively with other organizations to
address common concerns and to ensure
not only the health of the land but also
the protection of their communities and
natural resources.

Reflections on the Journey
By Nathan Small
For the truth the Turkey is in comparison
[to the bald eagle] a much more respectable
bird, and withal a true original native of
America … He is besides, though a little
vain & silly, a bird of courage, and would
not hesitate to attack a grenadier of the
British Guards who should presume to
invade his farm yard with a red coat on.
—Benjamin Franklin
We’ve already traveled far for wild
turkey, my brother and I. Back in time,
through the wilds of the Apache Kid
wilderness, and into the Aldo Leopold
Wilderness Area. The 2009 turkey season
brings with it time for reflection, and
journeys into wildernesses past and
present.
Growing up in Grants, NM spring turkey
season was a time of shared possibility
and excitement. My first grade teacher and
I would trade updates in class on Monday,
rehashing the weekend’s hunts. My grandfather was tremendously proud of the first
turkey I harvested, high on Mt. Taylor in
the Cibola National Forest.
Even in the years after his stroke, I
would find people to take me back into the
high country in search of spring turkeys.
Those hunts were less successful than
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in previous years with Grandpa, but the
feeling of freedom and connection was still
strong. I can remember to this moment an
aspen grove beneath an unnamed, uneven
peak and the joyful stillness as I carefully
crept closer to the near the sound of softy
calling turkeys below.
My brother never knew my mother’s
father, Tom P. Small, the way that I did.
That is sad. Even so, Douglas and I already
have shared many outdoor adventures.
There was the time an elk turned into
a bear and then back into an elk on a
camping trip to Mt. Taylor. We’ve seen the
endless sweep of grassland below Alamo
Mountain on Otero Mesa, and followed
a moonlit ribbon back to camp from hot
springs in Idaho.
This is the first year we hunt turkey.
Douglas just passed his hunter’s safety
test, scoring a perfect 100.
To prepare, we took a scouting trip to
the Apache Kid wilderness in the San
Mateo Mountains. Over a day of wind,
after crossing miles of rugged, dry terrain,
our only sign of turkey was one windblown
feather miraculously perched in a bush
above San Mateo Spring. It was sparse but
beautiful country.
Other visitors were also in the
wilderness. A group of school kids on
spring break from Socorro schools and

two grown leaders were crossing end to
end. After passing them in a high saddle
underneath San Mateo Peak (Douglas
found a glove that turned out to belong
to one of their party), we continued down
into 25 Yard spring. We saw them again on
the way out. One mentioned potentially
hearing a turkey—the eternal optimism
of pursuit.
We didn’t hunt in the San Mateos—not
enough turkey. But we’ll always remember
the next morning, after a light dusting of
snow covered the ground with an inkwell
of white, revealing the secret wanderings
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The Enduring Gift of a Penny
I first saw Big Bend National Park in
1968, and it’s been my favorite park since
that windy April day. Over 800,000 acres
of desert country; river bottom; craggy,
steep cliffs; and mountain meadows
with pines and springs and waterfalls.
And the mixture of species! Where else
can you find quaking aspen and green
kingfishers in the same park? Nowhere!
Birders visit the park for the rarities
from Mexico and to hike to Boot Spring
in the Chisos to see the Colima warbler,
the only reliable place in the United
States to find this rare bird. Yet, even
with all we know about this park, there
is much more that we don’t know. While
the list of species known to live in the
park is extensive, there are many new
species yet to be found. Invertebrates in
particular are poorly known, and, even
now, vertebrates previously not known
to live in the park are regularly found.
Big Bend is the larger of the two
national parks in Texas and was created
in 1944. Much of the park was originally
purchased by the children of Texas.
Thousands of kids raised money in a
“pennies for parks” program, where the
coins they gathered would be used to
purchase much of what is now Big Bend
National Park.
Big Bend is filled with so much of what
embodies the national park system.
There are old mining camps and Native
American sites. The fossil of the world’s
largest flying reptile (a Pterosaur) was
discovered here. It has the tonguetwisting name of Quetzalcoatlus
northropi and a wingspan of ten meters
(about thirty-three feet). There are more
species of birds in Big Bend National
Park than any other park in the United
States. At 1,250 square miles, Big Bend
is about 20 percent larger than Rhode
Island. The superlatives go on and on.

The park is well appreciated by Texans,
who constitute most of its visitors. In
1944, the park’s inaugural year, only
1,409 people visited. There was a war
going on, gas was in short supply, and
few people even knew of the park or had
the time to visit. Since 2000, the average
annual visitation has been around
350,000 people. Being so far removed
from large urban centers has “saved”
the park, but you might not think that if
you visited the park during spring break.
Currently most people who visit the park
tour the cooler Chisos Basin or camp at
Rio Grande Village or Castalon.
While the daytime views of the park
are spectacular, night also has much to
offer. The night sky is amazing to those
who live in areas where light pollution
has drowned out all but the brightest
stars. The night sounds are incomparable. During the night at Rio Grande
Village, one can hear everything from
elf owls, the smallest owl in the world,
to a night chorus of coyotes and even
donkeys braying from across the river at
Boquillas, Mexico.
While the park does protect large
landscapes, all is not perfect. Big
Bend was overgrazed for many years,
especially during the period immediately before it became a park. During
the cattle-grazing years, there was a
constant war on predators, and that
continues outside the park boundaries.
Tornillo Creek, which once had flowing
water and was lined with cottonwoods
and populated with beaver, is now
largely dry, with cottonwoods only
near the mouth. Most of the creek bed
is bare rock and gravel. Water flow
on the Rio Grande has been reduced
sharply by users upstream, which has
sharply changed the riparian ecosystem.
Water quality is poor because of pesticides, waste, and increasing amounts
of sediment. Climate change threatens

the pine forest in the Chisos Mountains
more and more each year. Air pollution
from the East Coast and northeastern
Mexico has caused drastic changes in
air quality in the last twenty-five years.
And changes brought on by early settlers
continue to endure, with many onceabundant species now rare or absent
from the park.
The park area, like all ecosystems,
works gradually to heal itself. Sometimes
this isn’t possible, especially in small
landscapes or where species were
permanently lost. Big Bend is a large
area, however, and, to a large degree,
has the potential for recovery. Many
predators were able to survive until
the park was established. Others, such
as the black bear, were extirpated but
eventually recolonized the park from
the mountains in adjacent Mexico.

of wild creatures in the wilderness.
Standing out in stark and beautiful relief
were the prints of a mountain lion, etched
into the white canvass. It came well before
light—frozen snow in the track testified
to that—but the nearness of majesty still
brings shivers and smile.
The Aldo Leopold was a wilderness
alive with wildlife, water, and native Gila
Trout. In the predawn light, we saw 25
elk grazing in a wide meadow, and one
afternoon observed two mule deer feed up
the canyon side.

New Mexico WILD!

Peregrine falcons, who once almost died
out because of DDT poisoning, now nest
at several places in the park.
Over the years, various groups have
pushed for wilderness designation in
the park, to protect the open spaces,
provide opportunities for the ecosystem
to heal itself, and for people to enjoy
the wilderness character of the park.
Several times there has even been an
effort to develop a “peace park” concept
with adjoining parks in Mexico. At the
present, all this has yet to happen. The
National Park Service was instructed
years ago to provide Congress with its
wilderness evaluation and recommendations for each park, if there was suitable
land for such designation. In 1978,
Big Bend National Park forwarded its
suggestion, which has sat there gathering
dust for over a quarter of a century.
Does this park merit Wilderness
designation? The answer is a resounding
“YES!” And it is important that that final
step be taken now. The recommendation
is in place, and, for the first time in many
years, we have a wilderness-friendly
Congress and president. Large tracts of
land in the park are without roads, and
there is probably no better opportunity
for large areas of Wilderness in the lower
forty-eight states. While many of these
roadless areas are not currently under
threat of having roads built, no one can
tell what will happen tomorrow or under
a new administration. There hasn’t been
a better time in decades to finish—
actually, to start—the job of Wilderness
in Big Bend National Park. And who
would have guessed that this was all
begun by a bunch of kids collecting
pennies for a park they might never see?
I hope they did.
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…meet the new NMWA Board of Directors

At the New Mexico Wilderness Alliance,
we are blessed to have a membership that not
only supports us financially but also actively
participates in our wilderness campaigns.
Our members and volunteers are the
backbone of our grassroots organizing and
are the shining stars behind the scenes.
The same can be said of our Board of
Directors, which has demonstrated time and
again a commitment to advancing the goals
of wilderness preservation in New Mexico.
This past month, our membership voted
to elect new members to the Board. Some
bring a wealth of experience and knowledge
to their positions, while others are new
to the idea of wilderness yet have shown
a dedication to preserving our natural
environment.
Below is a personal statement from each
of the newly elected members to the Board
of the New Mexico Wilderness Alliance,
explaining why wilderness is central to their
beliefs. Welcome, new Board members!

Rick Aster

“Since my earliest memories, the earliest
age, I have been fascinated by Nature
and wild places and the need for conservation. Thoreau, as usual, says it simply,
elegantly, and profoundly: “In wildness
is the preservation of the world.” We are
entering an exciting period of change in
America that offers dramatic new opportunities to advance wilderness protection,
the core mission of NMWA. With NMWA’s
solid background knowledge of the state’s

wilderness resources, professional staff,
substantial membership, and growing
influence, the New Mexico wilderness
movement is poised for the first time in a
generation to realize long-delayed additions
to the Wilderness system in our state (and,
with such a small percentage of New Mexico
lands protected, relative to other Western
states, we have a lot of catching up to do!).
“I have the honor of being a charter
member of NMWA and of having served on
the Board from our organization’s inception
through 2002. As a resident of rural New
Mexico for nearly twenty years, an Earth
scientist, a parent, and a passionate outdoor
recreationist, in rejoining the NMWA
Board, I will work energetically to advance
protection of our precious wild lands.”

Jim Hickerson

“I was born in California in 1942 and was
raised on a farm in Idaho where vacations
meant going to the mountains and wild
forests. I became a birder at an early age
and continue that avocation today. I paid for
college in Idaho, leading to a degree in metallurgy, by working summers for the Forest
Service on a remote lookout in the Oregon
Cascades. In 1970, I brought my family to
New Mexico, where I spent thirty-three years
working for Sandia National Laboratories in
the capacity of researcher, project manager,
and aide to executive management. In the
’80s, I was chairman of a volunteer group
taking legal action before the state engineer,
opposing threats to the aquifers in the
Sandia basin, an action resolved in our

favor. Spare time meant jogging, swimming,
rock climbing, backpacking, and numerous
trips exploring the Grand Canyon and the
canyons of Mexico. Retired now, I live in
Cedar Crest, close to the Sandia Mountain
Wilderness, on three wooded acres where I
get to study and experiment with restoration
of a badly degraded forest and search for
ways to improve the bird habitat.
“I joined the New Mexico Wilderness
Alliance for its commitment to preservation, its clear and rational public voice,
its integrity, and its active engagement with
local communities, as well as for the opportunities to participate directly in its work.
Because our knowledge and our words
must be accurate and reflect history as
well as current reality, I have helped create
the Conservation Library in the NMWA
Albuquerque office, which now has over one
hundred volumes.”

Esther Garcia

“I was born in Taos County and have lived
in Questa all my life. I serve as the Chairwoman of the Board of Directors of the San
Antonio Del Rio Colorado Land Grant and
am very active with the New Mexico Acequia
Association, which is instrumental in
passing legislation affecting all New Mexico
acequias and water issues.
“As commissioner for the Cabresto Lake
Irrigation Community Ditch Association,
I lobbied our state legislature and received
$5.5 million for the repair of Cabresto Dam,
the origin of our acequias. I helped establish
our public library by securing over $100,000
in funding from the state and several other
sources.
“I am honored to have been named in the
top twenty nominations for the 2008 Governor’s Award for Outstanding New Mexico
Women, and to have recently been honored
by the Village of Questa for my efforts in
advocating for the cultural preservation
of our water rights and acequias, and for
the restoration of the San Antonio Del Rio
Colorado Land Grant.”

Brooke Williams

“For the past thirty years, I have actively
pursued adventure in wild landscapes and
believe in using lessons learned from nature’s
ability to adapt to constantly changing

Wild Style Book Club
The great Western writer Wallace
Stegner said it himself:
“Looking at the western writers, I feel
the surge of the inextinguishable western
hope. It is a civilization they are building,
a history they are compiling, a way of
looking at the world and humanity’s place
in it.”
The WildStyle Book Group meets to
discuss writers—writers of the American
West, Midwest, East, and far North.
We gather our hopes with the hopes
of writers, whose subjects are often a
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brutalized American landscape. We are
lovers of books who also want to do our
best to protect our lands. The authors and
the books we choose to read inspire us to
observe, wander, communicate, heal, and
read more.
If you would like to join the monthly
WildStyle Book Group, please contact
Miranda Gray at Miranda@nmwild.
org or 505-843-8696 ext.1010. We meet
Wednesday or Thursday evenings at the
New Mexico Wilderness Alliance Conservation Library in Albuquerque.
SPRING 2009

conditions in organizational transformation.
I have an MBA in Sustainable Business from
the Bainbridge Graduate Institute and a
Biology degree from the University of Utah.
I have been the keynote speaker and panelist
at numerous meetings, conferences, and
workshops. Additionally, I have written
many books and articles and am the Vice
President of Great West Institute.”

Kenneth Cole

“I am a retired International Official with
extensive experience in negotiating financial
and technical support for community based
economic and social development undertakings. I trained as a lawyer and have
experience in complicated negotiations
with counterparts ranging from senior
government officials to local community
leaders.
“My wife’s family has farmed in Dona Ana
County since about 1920. We’ve visited most
years since the late 60s and have had many
opportunities to enjoy the Organ Mountains,
the Robledos and other open areas.
“Protection of dryland habitat is
something I’ve been involved with for about
15 years, not just in helping get the United
Nations Convention to Combat Desertification ratified but in writing proposals for
extensive projects in Latin America and
attending international conferences held in
Brazil.
“My bird watching activities have taken
me all over the world, and given me many
opportunities to observe the benefits of
healthy habitats and to grasp the problems
caused by the degradation of natural
resources. Once you’ve seen the totally bald
slopes in Southern Ecuador or seen “grandfather” logs being trucked out of rainforests
of Borneo, you know you have to be involved
in preserving natural areas.”

Tripp Killin

Mr. Killin is the former Associate Director
of NMWA and was responsible for all
non-membership fundraising and reporting
for over five years. Tripp left the staff of
NMWA to become Executive Director of the
Jeniam Foundation. Tripp earned a B.S. in
Biology at the University of New Mexico in
Albuquerque.

Tax-Free Giving from Your IRA
Are you feeling the tax crunch? As part
of the financial bailout package, Congress
approved a two-year extension of the
IRA Charitable Rollover Provision. This
extension offers people a way to support
charitable organizations like the New
Mexico Wilderness Alliance directly from
their IRA assets while receiving a federal
tax benefit. Through this provision, IRA
owners over the age of 70½ can make
tax-free charitable gifts totaling up to
$100,000 per year from their IRAs directly
to eligible charities, through 2009.
A gift made in this way will not only
count toward an IRA owner’s required
minimum distribution, but will be
excluded from the owner’s gross income,
and therefore will not increase his/her

income tax.

The tax-free IRA rollover option
may be especially attractive to:
Donors who do not itemize their deductions
Donors who must take minimum
withdrawals from their IRAs but do not
currently need the
income
Donors whose income level causes the
phase-out of exemptions
Donors already giving at their 50 percent
deduction limit
Donors whose Social Security income is
taxed more, due to additional income

Alliance by making a gift using the IRA
Charitable Rollover Provision, please call
your IRA plan administrator to arrange
for a direct transfer to the New Mexico
Wilderness Alliance, and call Roxanne,
our finance manager, at 505-843-8696.

To support the New Mexico Wilderness

“What More Can I Do?”
Have you written your letters for
Wilderness? Have you ever attended an
event to show your support for protecting
New Mexico’s wild landscapes? Have you
donated money to ensure the work goes on
to protect our natural heritage? Do you find
yourself asking, “What more can I do?” If
you answered yes to any of these questions
then there is something else that you can

CONGRESSIONAL
CONTACTS

do to further the protection for places like
Otero Mesa, the Organ Mountains, Chaco
Canyon and the roadless national forests
of our state.
The staff of the New Mexico Wilderness
Alliance will be organizing our members,
volunteers, and supporters to meet with
our congressional delegation and/or
their staff, right here in New Mexico! No

expensive plane ticket to Washington D.C.
needed. You also will not have to meet a
delegate or their staff by yourself.
Every month is available, so there is
no need to be confined to a certain date.
Periodically, the congressional delegation
will be back in New Mexico. We are
working to make sure that wilderness is
the number one issue they hear while back

Senator Jeff Bingaman

Senator Tom Udall

Web Site: bingaman.senate.gov
E-Mail: senator_bingaman@bingaman.senate.gov
703 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington Office:
Washington, D.C. 20510
Phone: (202) 224-5521
Fax: (202) 224-2852
Albuquerque
505-346-6601
625 Silver Ave. SW, Suite 130
Albuquerque, NM 87102
Las Cruces
Phone: (575) 523-6561
Loretto Town Centre, Suite 148
505 South Main Street
Las Cruces, NM 88001
Las Vegas
Phone: (505) 454-8824
118 Bridge Street, PO Box 1977
Las Vegas, NM 87701
Roswell
Phone: (575) 622-7113
200 East Fourth Street, Suite 300
Roswell, NM 88201
Santa Fe
Phone: (505) 988-6647
119 East Marcy, Suite 101
Santa Fe, NM 87501

Web Site: tomudall.senate.gov
E-mail: Contact Via ‘Web Form.’
Washington Office:
Phone: (202) 224-6621
Fax: (202) 228-3261
Room: B40D Dirksen Building
Washington, DC 20510
Albuquerque
Phone: (505) 346-6791
Fax: (505) 346-6720
201 3rd Street, NW, #710
Albuquerque, NM 87102
Las Cruces
Phone: (505) 526-5475
Fax: (505) 523-6589
505 South Main Street, Suite 118
Las Cruces, NM 88001
Roswell
Phone: (505) 623-6170
Fax: (505) 625-2547
140 Federal Building
Roswell, NM 88201
Santa Fe
Phone: (505) 988-6511
Fax: (505) 988-6514
120 South Federal Place, #302
Santa Fe, NM 87501

New Mexico WILD!

home. This is an important opportunity
to help make a difference in saving places
like Otero Mesa, and other wilderness
quality lands in New Mexico …and is
actually a relatively easy process to do.
If you are interested in doing more
for Wilderness and you want to set-up a
meeting with the congressional delegation
or their staff, please contact Nathan
Newcomer at 505-843-8696 / nathan@
nmwild.org. Nathan will be able to guide
you through the process step-by-step and
help you set up your meeting. You’ll be
glad you did!

Harry Teague, Congressional District 2
Room: 1007 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515
Phone: (202) 225-2365
Fax: (202) 225-9599
Martin Heinrich, Congressional District 1
Room: 1505 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515
Phone: (202) 225-6316
Fax: (202) 225-4975
Main District Office:
20 First Plaza, Suite 603
Albuquerque, NM 87102
Phone: (505) 346-6781
Fax: (505) 346-6723
Ben Ray Lujan, Congressional District 3
Room: 502 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515
Phone: (202) 225-6190
Fax: (202) 226-1331
Main District Office:
811 St. Michaels Drive, Suite 104
Santa Fe, NM 87505
Phone: (505) 984-8950
Fax: (505) 986-5047
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Paul Steiner
See Don Mickey for all your printing needs
...he supports New Mexico wilderness!

Backcountry, Los Ojitos”, 24”x30”, Oil on canvas

Landscapes and Villages of New Mexico.
www.paulsteinerfineart.com.

“I’d like my children to be able to enjoy the beautiful
wild landscapes of New Mexico.”
You can support NMWA while shopping online at

“…my husband and
I have decided to leave a
bequest to New Mexico
Wilderness Alliance.”
I’d like to know that as
population increases and
global warming changes
their world, our special
wilderness will remain
and wildlife will flourish.
I was thinking about

this when my husband
and I sat down to talk
about what to do with
our estate. Of course
family is first. But, then
I realized that there was
more too.   

Wilderness
Alliance

http://healthylifefoundation.wordpress.com.

A percentage of your total purchase will benefit NMWA with no additional cost to you.

I care about the future
of our special places in
the world and want to
make sure my children
get to enjoy it too. Plus, I
wanted to set an example
for our family of what it

might look like to care
for our world.
That is why my
husband and I have
decided to leave a
bequest to New Mexico
Wilderness Alliance.

To find out how, contact us:
Tisha Broska, Development Director

(505) 843-8696 or tisha@nmwild.org
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Thank You
Earth Friends
Foundation
for working
with us on
our Challenge
Grant!

SPRING 2009

Join New Mexico Wilderness Alliance Today! You’ll not only help
preserve New Mexico’s Wild Places for your own enjoyment… but
you’ll help ensure that future generations may enjoy them too.
YES! I want to be a member of the New Mexico Wilderness Alliance!!! My contribution will go
towards the continued protection and wilderness designation of New Mexico’s natural heritage.

$25 – Individual $100 – Contributing Other $__________
$30 – Family $500 – Lifetime  THIS IS A GIFT MEMBERSHIP FROM ____________________
$50 – Supporting $10 – Student/Senior

Mail your
Tax Deductible
Doñations to:

Street _______________________________________ E-mail_______________________________

New Mexico
Wilderness Alliance
PO Box 25464
Albuquerque, NM
87125-0464

City, State, Zip ______________________________________________________________________

Questions?
505/843-8696

Name __________________________________________ Phone____________________________

New Mexico WILD!
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OterO Mesa
Preserving AmericA’s Wildest grAsslAnd

New Mexico
Wilderness Alliance
P.O. Box 25464
Albuquerque, NM 87125
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Do you need to renew? Check your
membership expiration date located
above your name and address.

F

ull-color images by renowned photographers
Stephen Strom and Stephen Capra unite with text
by prizewinning nature and geography writer Gregory
McNamee to document the subtle landscape of 1.2 million
acres of remote Chihuahuan Desert grassland in southern
New Mexico. Home to many species of wildlife and native
plants, Otero Mesa is a place of extraordinary beauty and
ecological significance faced with the increasing threat
of oil and gas development that has plagued the Rocky
Mountain West.
“It is a strange and empty place, a place whose
contours suggest that those who do not know it are best
to leave it alone, as those who do know it will do in all
events. And, as with all strange and empty places in this
increasingly crowded, increasingly monocultural world,
Otero Mesa is an important island in our geography of
hope, a place that warrants concern and protection.
Rightly, for it is very much under threat.”—Gregory
McNamee in Otero Mesa
Gregory McNamee is a widely published author, editor,
and photographer who lives in Tucson, Arizona. His many
books include Moveable Feasts: The History, Science, and Lore
of Food. Stephen Strom has spent nearly forty years as a
research astronomer, most recently serving on the staff of
the National Optical Astronomy Observatory in Tucson.

ORDER FORM
Please Mail orders to:
Order Department
University of New Mexico Press
1312 Basehart SE
Albuquerque, NM 87106-4363
Call or fax your order to:
505.272.7777 or 800.249.7737
Fax: 505.272.7778 or 800.622.8667
NAME _______________________________________________
ADDRESS ____________________________________________
CITY ____________________ STATE ______ ZIP __________
DAYTIME PHONE # ___________________________________
SHIPPING: Economy Ground - $5.00 for the first book and $1.00 for each
additional book. Please allow 1-4 weeks for delivery; or Trackable Ground - $8.00
for the first book and $1.00 for each additional. Please allow 1-5 days for delivery.
International Customers and those requesting express shipping will be charged
actual cost of shipping. Before sending advance payment on these orders, contact
Customer Service: 505-272-7777 or custserv@upress.unm.edu. U.S. customers
may call 800-249-7737. Checks or money orders must be in U.S. dollars and
drawn on a U.S. bank.

ORDER TODAY! Call (505) 843-8696
His photographs have been widely exhibited, and he has
collaborated on several books, including Tseyi (Deep in
the Rock): Reflections on Canyon de Chelly, coauthored with
Navajo poet Laura Tohe. Following a career in private
industry and journalism, Stephen Capra has worked for
wilderness conservation since 1988. He has been executive
director of the New Mexico Wilderness Alliance since 2004.

10 x 9 104 pages, 41 color photographs
r,
paperback 978-0-8263-4397-0 $24.95 ($27.50 Cdn)
any
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His photographs have been widely exhibited, and he has
collaborated on several books, including Tseyi (Deep in
the Rock): Reflections on Canyon de Chelly, coauthored with
Navajo poet Laura Tohe. Following a career in private
industry and journalism, Stephen Capra has worked for
wilderness conservation since 1988. He has been executive
director of the New Mexico Wilderness Alliance since 2004.

Now is Our Time.
People realize that we need to protect
the environment, to take proactive steps
to ensure that New Mexico’s wildest
places are here forever.

10 x 9 104 pages, 41 color photographs
paperback 978-0-8263-4397-0 $24.95 ($27.50 Cdn)

Invest in Wilderness, in Our
Wilderness Work Ethic.
Order Code 918A

The New Mexico Wilderness Alliance
has been instrumental in securing new
Credit card number ________________________________
areas in our state, the latest
Creditwilderness
card expiration date ___________________________
SIGNATURE ______________________________________
being Sabinoso.
Check or Money Order enclosed
Please charge:
VISA
MasterCard

Please send me the following:

of Otero Mesa
@ $24.95 each $
We
stopped
the
Economy Ground BLM
Shipping $ in its tracks when
or Trackable to
Ground
Shipping
$
it proposed
drill
Otero
Mesa.
Subtotal Books & Shipping $

____ copies

(paperback)

___________

___________
___________
___________

NM Residents, add 5% tax $___________

Join us today!
TOTAL AMOUNT DUE $

___________

order online: unmpress.com

Protect it. Explore it. Enjoy it.
Talk about it. Tell your friends
about it. Donate to save it.
JOIN US AND PRESERVE IT!

NMWild.org
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